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Introduction
Thank you for electing to become a member of High Elm Archers (HEA) - we hope 
you enjoy shooting with us. In your welcome pack you will find information about 
shooting times and club activities. In addition you will find details of how to access 
the members pages of the club’s website, where you will find copies of the Club 
constitution, rules of shooting, complaints procedure and links to the various Archery 
GB codes of conduct and policies that govern our club. You will also find some 
information about Bow Hire and details needed to set up your standing order for 
payment of your fees.

Our website can be found by using the following link: 
www.highelmarchers.moonfruit.com.

You may also like to join to our Facebook group, where you can see the latest news, 
photographs and posts from members. You can find the Facebook page at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/302744799885477/ 

Within the next few weeks you should receive your Archery GB membership card, 
this will be sent to you directly by Archery GB along with details of how to login to the 
Members section of their website, which can be found at: www.archerygb.org. Here 
you will find lots of news about archery in the UK and will be able to access all the 
Archery GB tournament diary and documentation - you don’t need to login to access 
all this information.

Please note: Your Archery GB membership card may take several weeks to arrive so
if you have any concerns please contact the Club Secretary.

For the first couple of weeks we allow you to relax and settle in, get to know where 
everything is, meet other members and have a bit of fun shooting at short distances. 
After you have settled in, we can get you started shooting rounds so that you can set 
yourself targets to achieve. We can also offer you a more formal 10 week shooting 
induction programme if you prefer a more structured approach (recommended for 
juniors undertaking Duke of Edinburgh awards), You can discuss this further with the 
Club coach, Junior Representative or Records Officer. 

If you are unsure please do not hesitate to ask for advice.

Michael Denn
Chairman / Coach

Graham Burrows
Secretary / Coach

Ralph Parkinson
Treasurer / 

Membership Secretary
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Shooting Sessions
There are two shooting seasons: Summer outdoor season which runs from the 
beginning of April to the end of September/October and the Winter indoor season 
which runs from October to the end of March. 

Our Club shooting days are:

Summer / Outdoors at Altcar Training Camp:
Wednesday: 17:00 – dusk or 21:00 
Saturday : 14:00 – 18:00
Sunday: 14:00 – 18:00

Winter / Indoors at Ince Blundell Village Hall:
Tuesday 17:30 – 21:30
Sunday 13:30 – 17:30

Please note: In general people will finish shooting before the range closes so 
sessions tend to finish earlier than published times.

Signing In

All archers must register their attendance at all sessions by entering their name in the
HEA signing in book before shooting.
In addition during the Summer / Outdoor season when shooting at Altcar you will 
need to sign in at the guard house at the main gate to gain access to the site.

• You will need to provide two passport style photographs for your pass - one 
will be used on your pass and the other retained by the Altcar authorities.

• Please ensure you bring your NWRFA pass with you every time you attend a 
session at Altcar, as you will need this to sign in at the guardhouse. Once on 
site please display your pass in your windscreen and observe the road signs 
and speed limits. 

• Car parking on site is only permitted in authorised parking areas. Please do 
not park on the grass verges.

Range Set up and Clearing Away

At normal shooting sessions all members are expected to help set up the range and 
clear away at the end of shooting. 

This can be greatly assisted by only getting out equipment that is needed, and 
clearing away unused equipment when you have finish shooting. For example, if you 
want to shoot a round over multiple distances just get out one target and move it (as 
happens at tournaments) when you change distances. When you finish shooting 
please put the boss away if no one else is using it.

Please take care when moving the target bosses and stands. The target bosses are 
heavy and the stands can have rough edges which may result in splinters. 
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Club Activities

During the year the club organises a number of fun shoots and competitions for 
members and are primarily intended to provide members with a varied shooting 
programme. This allows archers to gain experience of different shooting styles and 
shooting under tournament rules. Participation in these events is optional, but we 
encourage members to take part.

In addition to the club shooting programme, members may decide to shoot at the 
many tournaments that run throughout the year across the region / country, and we 
can provide you with advice should you decide that you would like to enter a 
tournament.

Summer Season

During the summer season we shoot at Altcar Training Camp, where we can shoot a 
full range of target distances up to 100 yards / 90 metres. Members shoot rounds and
record their scores to gain and improve a personal handicap rating. Members may 
also attempt to gain a classification up to the rank of Bowman by submitting 3 
qualifying scores within the season.

We have a series of 252 Challenge events where archers attempt to score 252 or 
better with three dozen arrows at the selected distance, the equivalent of all arrows 
scoring in the red or better. Archers may collect badges to display on their quiver to 
show their achievement.

During the year we also run fun shoots and handicap tournaments.

Clout shoots are another regular feature of our shooting calendar during the summer 
season, culminating in an end of season clout tournament.

Each year HEA hosts a Western tournament, open to archers of all abilities, which is 
attended by archers from across the north west. HEA members may enter this 
tournament if they wish.

Winter Season

During the winter season we shoot indoors at Ince Blundell Village Hall. Indoors, we 
shoot at 20 yards and members will shoot rounds and record their scores to gain and
improve a personal indoor handicap rating. There is also a Portsmouth badge 
scheme which allows archers to collect achievement badges for improvements in 
scores when shooting Portsmouth rounds. The club also runs a Bray handicap 
league.
There are also postal leagues open to both junior and senior members.

For further details of our shooting programme please see the Club Calendar on our 
website or speak to a member of the club committee.
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Club Website – Members Pages
The members pages of the High Elm Archers website allow members to check their 
current handicap / classification status and also provide a repository for important 
club documents, such as the club constitution, rules of shooting, codes of practice 
and policies. Please take some time to familiarise yourself with these documents.

You will also find links to useful Archery GB documents and tables of available 
rounds and scores required to achieve a classification.

To gain access to the HEA Website members pages you will need to login by clicking 
the “Members Information” button at the top of the Club Calendar page, you will then 
be prompted for a login ID and password. 
The login ID and password will be emailed to you at the email address you provided, 
when you signed up.

Please Note:
We do not hold any personal information on the website other than your name and 
handicap / classification data. 
We do not share data with any 3rd parties.

Bow Hire
As a new member you may opt to hire some equipment to get you started. You may 
hire a bow, arrows, arm guard, finger tab and finger sling for ten weeks for a cost of 
£10. This will typically be the bow that you used during your beginners course or you 
may opt to try a different bow. Please treat this equipment with care and ensure it is 
returned at the end of each session.

At some point you will probably want to purchase your own equipment and we 
encourage all members to acquire their own equipment as soon as is viable. Before 
buying any equipment you are strongly recommended to discuss your requirements 
with an experienced archer or coach.

When you are ready to buy your first bow the club coach will measure you and 
provide you with a set of recommendations for bow size, draw weight and a list of 
suggested equipment for you to consider. 

It is also a good idea to discuss equipment with other archers and their experiences 
of purchasing equipment. 

It is always a good idea to buy your first bow from a reputable dealer and if possible 
you should ideally visit the shop so that you can try the equipment.
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Standing Order Details

Membership fees are normally paid monthly by standing order. Please arrange to set 
up your standing order as soon as possible, as failure to pay your membership fees 
for three consecutive months may result in your membership being suspended.

NatWest 
Sort code 01-03-25
Account Number 81806531

To assist the treasurer in recognizing your payment, please ensure that your name or
the name of the archer(s) is referenced in the standing order details.

Club Management

High Elm Archers is managed by a committee of members who are elected each 
year at the Annual General Meeting, normally held in early June. We encourage as 
many members as possible to attend this meeting and for all members to support the
committee in its operations.  For details of the current committee members please 
see the “Who's Who” page of our website.

Throughout the year we run a number of Have-a-Go / Taster sessions and Beginners 
courses. We ask that all members support these events and where possible help to 
run them, as they help to supplement the club’s income which benefits all members 
in the longer term.

Coaching

Club coaches are available for advice and throughout the year there are a number of 
coaching clinics and tuning sessions, available to all members.

If you require some assistance from the coaches, it would be appreciated if you could
submit your request either before or after they shoot. They will then assist you when 
they are free.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards

For Junior members who are undertaking their DofE Award(s) we have a programme 
available to assist you. For further details please talk to the club Coach or Junior 
Representative. 
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